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success/9 I might add, parenthetically, that if this is true, it is the
first time in my experience that the Germans have understood any
foreign psychology.
That same friend, in reply to my observations about the immense
harm being done by the hostile utterances of the Japanese press and
many Japanese writers and speakers, said : " When dogs are frightened,
they bark, and the more they are frightened, the louder they bark.
Just now, the Japanese, even the military people, are frightened.
Don't pay any attention to the Japanese press."
I had to say to my friend that when so important a paper as the
Nichi Nichi comes out with an article charging that the United States
acts " like a prostitute, whispering on dark corners," as that paper
did the other day, it is a little difficult for an American and for the
American people not to pay any attention to it.
TOJO ADDRESSES THE JAPANESE DIET
November 16, 1941
This morning I attended the ceremonial opening of the Diet in
the presence of the Emperor, taking Turner and Fearey of our Embassy
with me. The Axis diplomats were there in force and a few neutrals,
but Graigie did not come. The Canadian and Australian repre-
sentatives did come after consulting me ; I knew that my absence
would be noticed and saw no reason to leave the field to the Axis
or to convey the impression that I regarded the situation with the
United States as critical, especially in the presence of the Emperor.
Although we all met in the big reception room and, as usual, I shook
hands with Ott, the German Ambassador, and Indelli, the Italian
Ambassador, we were for the first time separated in the diplomatic
box, the Turk, the Thai, and myself taking seats on the left, while
the German and Italian moved to the right, carefully directed by
Okubo, Master of Ceremonies. Okubo has an eagle eye in chaperon-
ing the Diplomatic Corps : he sent one man packing because he wore
a short jacket instead of the required morning coat, and he also
discovered and ousted another, who is not on the diplomatic list
but came to interpret for his chief.
The next day, when the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
made their speeches, four members of our staff were in the diplo-
matic box and at the end of Tojo's address, Smith-Hutton, our'
Naval Attache, leaned over to Benninghoff, one of our secretaries,
and whispered : " Well, he didn't declare war, anyway." The Asahi
commented :
Four staff members of the American Embassy first appeared at the
seats reserved for foreign guests in the House of Peers, where the
Premier made his first administrative speech. At the close of the
Prime Minister's speech thundering applause resounded through-
out the House of Peers, where normally even excellent speeches

